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A REFLECTION ON FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE RESEARCH PRIORITIES

Executive Summary

Fisheries and Aquaculture research topics have for a long time been part and parcel
of the consecutive European Framework Programmes for Research and Innovation.

However, focus on these sectors have shifted over time.

Under the seventh Framework Programme (2007-2013) there was substantial investment in both
fisheries and aquaculture, especially under the KBBE (Food, Agriculture, Fisheries, Biotechnology)

and Environment programmes. Under Horizon 2020 (2014-2020) the investments in fisheries and
aquaculture research were maintained with an increased scale of investment. The programme
introduced broader objectives (marine, maritime, bioeconomy, sustainability, environment) and more
cross-cutting themes (climate, digitalization). Under the current Horizon Europe programme (2021-2027)
the calls for proposals show a strong alignment with modern policy goals (green / blue economy, low
carbon, circularity). Overall, dedicated funding for Fisheries and Aquaculture research is being reduced.

Yet both the Fisheries and Aquaculture sectors, although under severe pressure, continue to play an
important role within the EU. This role ranges from providing a strategic position in food security, food
safety and human health next to an important economic and social role in local and national economies
and communities.
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Based on this, EFARO calls on considering the following priorities in the development of the coming FP10/
Horizon Europe Framework Programmes for Research and Innovation:

1.

Aquatic food systems are a strategic pillar of food security, health
and resilience

Fisheries, aquaculture and aquatic resources must be recognised as an integrated, strategic sector
underpinning food security, food safety, human health and security of supply, while strengthening EU
autonomy and resilience.

Focus on a competitive and sustainable fisheries and aquaculture:
combining decarbonisation, innovation and resilience

Long-term competitiveness depends on low carbon transition, economic efficiency, technological
innovations and strong crisis resilience across value chains, including SMEs and coastal communities.

The sustainable Blue Economy and the application of innovation

Fisheries and aquaculture are central pillars of the EU Blue Economy, contributing to livelihoods and

regional development. Their future depends on reducing environmental impacts, strengthening value

chains, advancing climate adaptation, and scaling up innovation through close collaboration between
science, industry, and communities.

Ecosystem based, science- and knowledge driven governance across
the source-to-sea continuum

Sustainable management requires integrated and adaptive ecosystem-based approaches, supported
by robust science, real-time monitoring and strong knowledge systems. This includes restoration

efforts, digital tools and coordinated governance from local to European levels, addressing the land,
freshwater (rivers, lakes, wetlands), coastal and marine ecosystems as one interconnected system.
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In the table below these priorities are assessed against the key priorities of the FP10/Horizon Europe
programme (Competitiveness, Sustainable Prosperity, and Health) as well as the evolving structure of
the EU Framework Programme, in particular Pillar Ill (Innovation) and Pillar IV (European Research Area).
This mapping highlights how aquatic food systems contribute not only to sectoral development but also
to broader EU strategic objectives, including innovation uptake, resilience, and knowledge integration
across Europe.

Table 1: priorities assessement

Core message

Competitiveness

Sustainable
prosperity

Health

Pillar 11l -
Innovation

Pillar IV - European
Research Area

1. Aquatic food
systems as a
strategic pillar of
food security, health
and resilience

Strengthens
EU strategic
autonomy, secure
supply chains and
SME viability

Ensures long-term
viability of aquatic
food sectors and

coastal economies

Provides safe,
nutritious food and
strengthens food
system resilience

Supports
innovation in
sustainable food
systems, SMEs,
and market-ready
solutions via EIC
and innovation
ecosystems

Aligns with ERA
policies on food
systems, improves
access to research
infrastructures,
supports widening
participation in
coastal regions

2. Focus on Drives efficiency, Enables climate- Reduces Accelerates uptake Supported
competitive and decarbonisation neutral growth and environmental of low-carbon by shared
sustainable fisheries and global resilient coastal pressures affecting technologies, infrastructures
& aquaculture: competitiveness livelihoods ecosystems and digitalisation, (testing, pilots),
combining human health and scale-up ERA coordination,
decarbonisation, through innovation and widening
innovation and ecosystems and access to
resilience industry links innovation
capacities across
regions
3. The sustainable Strengthens Supports Promotes healthy Reinforces Benefits from
Blue Economy and value chains, jobs, regional diets, product innovation ERA policies,

the application of
innovation

innovation capacity
and new market
opportunities

development and
sustainable blue
economy growth

quality and
consumer trust

ecosystems linking
science—industry—
communities and
supports scaling
via EIC instruments

cross-border
collaboration,
infrastructure
access, and
widening
participation for
inclusive growth

4. Ecosystem-
based, science- and
knowledge-driven
governance across
the source-to-sea
continuum

Enables efficient
resource use and
evidence-based
regulation

Improves
ecosystem health,
food safety, and
fish welfare

Drives
development of
data spaces,
digital twins,
monitoring tools
and knowledge
transfer within
innovation
ecosystems
such as Ocean
Observation,
OceanEye.

Strongly linked
to research

& technology
infrastructures
(monitoring,
observation),
ERA data-sharing
frameworks,

and excellence
spreading
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Introduction

Iin 2019 EFARO produced a discussion paper entitled “EFARO’s recommendations

on research & innovation gaps and needs beyond Horizon 2020”, pre-empting the
development of what was going to become the FP9 Horizon Europe programme (HEU).
Today the preparation of the successor of HEU is under way. In order to substantiate
the discussions of the development of FP10 in this paper we present an update of

the analysis as presented in 2019.

The analysis of funding of Fisheries and Aquaculture topics under the consecutive EU Research &
Innovation Framework Programmes is presented in Annex |. Fisheries and Aquaculture research
have been supported under successive EU Research & Innovation Framework Programmes (FP7;
Horizon 2020; Horizon Europe), but the level, focus, and transparency of funding have varied. FP7
delivered substantial investment in both fisheries and aquaculture, especially via the KBBE (Food,
Agriculture, Fisheries, Biotechnology) and Environment programmes. Horizon 2020 maintained /
increased the scale of investment, introduced broader objectives (marine, maritime, bioeconomy,
sustainability, environment) and more cross-cutting themes (climate, digitalization). Horizon Europe
is still in progress; while many calls show strong alighment with modern policy goals (green / blue
economy, low carbon, circularity), cumulative dedicated funding for Fisheries and Aquaculture research
is being reduced.

Hence, despite the importance of fisheries and aquaculture activities, core funding for research in these
fields has declined significantly over time.
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Why Fisheries and Aquaculture Research
must be prioritised in the Next EU Horizon
Programme

Fisheries and Aquaculture research deserves a stronger and more explicit place in
the next EU Horizon framework because Europe’s ability to secure healthy seas,
resilient coastal communities, and sustainable food systems depends on it. The EU
cannot meet its own Green Deal, Biodiversity Strategy, or food security ambitions
without targeted investment in understanding how aquatic and marine ecosystems,

fisheries and aquaculture production are changing.

Fisheries, aquaculture and, in general, aquatic resources should be recognised as strategic components
of Europe’s food security, preparedness and strategic autonomy. As the future EU framework
programme becomes increasingly horizontal, it is essential that fisheries and aquaculture remain clearly
embedded in policy priorities and funding instruments alongside other strategic sectors.
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Europe stands at a critical juncture in its ambition to secure sustainable food systems, strengthen
climate resilience, and maintain global leadership in the Blue Economy. Fisheries and aquaculture
research is indispensable to achieving these goals. As the European network of public research
institutes dedicated to fisheries and aquaculture, EFARO urges that the next EU Horizon Programme
places aquatic food research among its priorities. Without sustained scientific investment, Europe
risks falling behind in its capacity to manage marine resources responsibly, innovate in low impact food
production, and respond effectively to accelerating environmental change.

The challenges facing Europe’s aquatic environments, ranging from biodiversity loss and climate driven
ecosystem shifts to increasing demand for healthy, low carbon protein, require robust, coordinated, and
forward looking research. Horizon Europe has demonstrated the value of EU level scientific collaboration;
the next programme must build on this foundation by ensuring that fisheries and aquaculture research
receives the strategic attention and funding necessary to deliver evidence based management,
technological innovation, and socio economic resilience across coastal and rural communities.

Prioritising fisheries and aquaculture research is not only an environmental imperative but also a
strategic investment in Europe’s food security, competitiveness, and global influence. EFARO therefore
calls on EU policymakers to recognise the central role of aquatic food systems in the Green Deal, the
Biodiversity Strategy, and the Farm to Fork agenda, and to ensure that the next Horizon Programme
provides the scientific capacity required to meet Europe’s long term objectives.



In the next chapters an analysis is presented of the ways the role of Fisheries and Aquaculture research
in the next EU Horizon Programme should be strengthened in order to address Europe’s ability to secure
healthy seas, resilient coastal communities, and sustainable food systems.

This stronger and more explicit place for Fisheries and Aquaculture research can be summarised
addressing the following four strategic themes:

1.

Aquatic food systems are a strategic pillar of food security, health
and resilience

Focus on a competitive and sustainable fisheries and aquaculture:
combining decarbonisation, innovation and resilience

The sustainable Blue Economy and the application of innovation

Ecosystem based, science- and knowledge driven governance across
the source-to-sea continuum
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Strengthening the role of Fisheries
Research in the Next EU Horizon
Programme

EFARO urges the European Commission to assign a clearer and more substantial

role to fisheries research within the next EU Horizon research framework. Robust
scientific knowledge is essential for achieving the EU’s environmental, economic,
social and food security objectives. Current investment levels and thematic priorities
do not sufficiently address the rapidly evolving challenges facing European fisheries

and marine ecosystems.

1. Strategic Importance of Fisheries Research

Fisheries research underpins the EU’s ability to deliver on major policy commitments, including the
Green Deal, the Biodiversity Strategy, the Common Fisheries Policy (CFP), and the Farm to Fork
Strategy. As climate change accelerates, shifts in species distribution, ecosystem productivity, and
ocean conditions, the need for timely, high quality scientific evidence becomes more urgent. Without
targeted research, the EU risks falling behind in its capacity to manage marine resources sustainably
and equitably. Such research shall also address regional-specific needs. For example, in the
Mediterranean the effects of climate change, such as rapid sea water warming, is already reshaping
fisheries productivity, stock distribution and ecosystem resilience. In addition, as many resources
are shared with non-EU countries, the governance of the resource management must be addressed
through regional cooperation frameworks, not an EU-only approach. Also, regional relevance of the
small-scale fisheries sector in EU coastal communities as much as gender equality in the fisheries
sector need to be addressed.




Beyond environmental change, European fisheries and aquaculture are increasingly exposed to
geopolitical shocks, energy price volatility, climate extremes and supply chain disruptions. Research
and innovation are therefore needed to support decarbonisation while strengthening the resilience,
crisis preparedness and continuity of fisheries value chains, particularly for SMEs and coastal
communities.

2. Current Gaps in Horizon Europe

While Horizon Europe has supported valuable marine initiatives, fisheries specific research often
remains fragmented or insufficiently prioritised. Key gaps include:
Limited funding for climate adaptive fisheries management and long term ecosystem monitoring.
Insufficient support for innovation in selective, low impact fishing technologies.
Underdeveloped research on socio economic resilience in coastal communities.
A lack of integrated projects that connect ecosystem science, digitalisation, and policy
implementation.
Insufficient integrated research addressing fisheries and aquaculture as part of a source-to-sea
system, linking catchment-scale land use, inland waters, coastal zones, marine spatial planning
and offshore energy development.
Insufficient attention to shared-stock science and governance in sea basins where key
resources are exploited jointly with non-EU countries.
Lack of regionalized approaches to tackle specific issues (e.g. limited support for region-specific
research on climate impacts, non-indigenous species, rapidly changing ecosystem conditions).
Lack of regional specific approaches for example on the relevance of local small-scale fisheries
and gender and wider social and societal aspects of fisheries.

These gaps hinder the EU’s ability to respond effectively to emerging ecological and economic
pressures.

3. Why Prioritisation Is Needed

A dedicated focus on fisheries research in the next Horizon programme would deliver EU wide
benefits:
Improved scientific advice for sustainable management and reduced uncertainty in stock
assessments. Ecosystem-based fisheries management in a rapidly changing environment
requires strengthened long-term research, monitoring, modelling capacities and explicit
treatment of uncertainty, in order to ensure predictable, science-based implementation and
reduced management risk.
Enhanced resilience of coastal regions that depend on fisheries for employment, identity, and
food supply.
Accelerated innovation, including digital monitoring, automation, and environmentally
responsible gear.
Stronger alignment with EU climate and biodiversity objectives through ecosystem based
approaches. Targeted research is needed to design, test and scale effective and cost-efficient
nature restoration measures that not only support biodiversity objectives but also enhance
fisheries productivity, ecosystem health and long-term resilience across the source-to-sea
continuum.
Greater global competitiveness for the European fisheries and seafood sector.



4. EFARO Recommendation

EFARO calls on the European Commission to:

Establish fisheries research as a distinct and visible priority within the next Horizon programme.
Support long term, cross border research infrastructures for monitoring and data collection.
Promote interdisciplinary research projects that integrate ecological, technological, socio economic
and governance dimensions across fisheries, aquaculture and aquatic food systems, supporting
coherent implementation of EU policies from catchments and inland waters to marine ecosystems.
Ensure that research outcomes are directly linked to policy implementation under the CFP and
related EU strategies.

Promote research to support structured climate and ecosystem risk-table approaches to integrate
environmental change into fisheries advice and management decisions. (e.g. support dedicated
regional research on climate impacts, non-indigenous species and transboundary shared stocks).

The following priorities should be considered:

1.

Green shift in seafood industries

m The unstable global situation, which results in increasing fuel cost and lower availability, creates
uncertainty to different branches of the fisheries sector. This calls for the development of
alternatives.

m Reduction in fuel consumption has the additional gain that it reduces pollution/emissions.

B Logistics regarding the potential scarcity of critical materials, components etc.

Innovation in selective, low impact fishing technologies

m Reduce and prevent plastic litter/pollution

m Development of biodegradable and selective fishing gear.

m Development of fishing gear/harvesting methods with low/zero seabed impact.
m Development and implementation of reliable catch monitoring technologies.

Climate adaptive fisheries management and long-term ecosystem monitoring/modelling

B More accurate harvesting (precision fisheries) based on advanced models and predictions.
m Improved and cost-efficient methods for stock assessments.

Connecting ecosystem science, digitalisation, and policy implementation

m Co-production of knowledge with stakeholders.
m Multilevel governance, global to local and vice versa.

Social and economic resilience in coastal communities

m Full exploitation of catch — no waste of marine oils and proteins - circular bioeconomy.
m How fisheries management/framework conditions influence safety for fishers.
m Reliance and resilience of coastal communities.

Integrated research addressing fisheries and aquaculture as part of a source to sea system,
linking catchment scale land use, inland waters, coastal zones, marine spatial planning and
offshore energy development

m Problem to be addressed: maintain sustainable use of the oceans for food security, co-exist
with other ocean industries, and at the same time comply to the global commitment under the
Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework to conserve at least 30% of the world’s land,
inland waters, and oceans by 2030.
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EFARO also notes that, under the current post-2027 budget proposal, fisheries and maritime support
would no longer be organised through a standalone EMFAF-type fund, but within a broader National and
Regional Partnership Fund (NRPP). This raises concerns about the future visibility and predictability

of support for core functions such as fisheries data collection. Activities such as DCF/EU-MAP should
not be assumed to be financed through Horizon/FP10, which is designed for research and innovation
rather than for recurring statutory monitoring obligations. EFARO therefore calls for a clear and stable EU
funding channel for fisheries data collection in the post-2027 framework.

In light of the above, EFARO recommends that for the funding of core functions such as fisheries data

collection to:

m  Preserve a dedicated, ring-fenced financing structure for fisheries and aquaculture data collection
within the NRPP segments of EMFAF for 2028-2034.

m  Ensure multiannual predictability of allocations for DCF activities to enable regional planning, vessel
charters, staff commitments and investments in monitoring technologies.

m  Maintain and strengthen support for regional coordination (Regional Coordination Groups and joint
surveys) to safeguard harmonised methodologies and coherent time series across Member States.

m  Consider co-funding and transitional arrangements to enable Member States to scale up new
monitoring needs linked to emerging policy instruments without jeopardising mandatory DCF
obligations.

Conclusion

Europe’s marine environment is changing at an unprecedented pace. To safeguard sustainable
fisheries, resilient coastal communities, and a secure food supply, the EU must invest strategically in
fisheries research. EFARO stands ready to support the Commission in shaping a Horizon programme
that equips Europe with the knowledge and innovation needed for the decades ahead.
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Strengthening the role of Aquaculture
Research in the Next EU Horizon
Programme

EU strategic guidance recognises aquaculture as a priority for the Green Deal, the
Farm to Fork agenda, and the EU’s blue economy objectives; research and innovation
are explicitly named as enablers under Horizon Europe. Multiple assessments and
advisory bodies have highlighted persistent barriers: stagnating production, limited
progress on sustainability indicators, constrained access to space and water, and
governance gaps that slow sector development. Recent advisory and audit reports

call for improved monitoring, clearer indicators, and better-targeted policy support.

1. Priority research areas for Horizon Europe
1. Interconnection with other production sectors for improved aquafeed production
m Valorisation of high values by-products from land-based agriculture production as feed supplements
to improve fish performances and health.
m Optimization of marine derived underexploited sources (i.e. fisheries by-catch, low trophic
organisms, invasive species) to draw on sustainable protein sources for aquafeed production.
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Sustainable production systems and circularity

B Integrated multi-trophic aquaculture, recirculating aquaculture systems (RAS), and waste
valorisation. Moving production towards low trophic organisms. Promoting the culture of algal
biomass for food and feed production and extraction of valuable bioactive compounds, and as a
complementary CO2-sequestring strategy.

Health, quality, genetics and selective breeding

m Disease surveillance, vaccines, operational indicators of welfare

m Improve larval and fingerling quality

®  Genomic tools and breeding programmes to improve growth, conversion rate, robustness and
reduce chemical inputs and production costs

m Fish welfare should be recognised as a cross-cutting research priority, underpinning sustainable
production, product quality, social acceptance and public trust in European aquaculture and
fisheries.

Environmental interactions and carrying capacity

m Tools and models to assess carrying capacity, ecosystem services, and cumulative impacts of
aquaculture and other marine uses.
m Ecosystems services and regenerative aquaculture.

Climate adaptation and energy transition

B Research on climate-resilient species, adaptive management, and low-carbon energy solutions for
onshore and offshore farms.

Socio-economic, governance and market integration

m Decisive for legitimacy, social licence and predictable framework conditions, but better profiled
toward dedicated Social Sciences and Humanities instruments and Mission Ocean.

m Studies on social acceptance, regulatory bottlenecks (access to space), value-chain innovation, and
metrics for sustainability and social impact.

17



Welfare-by-design and robust biology in novel production systems

m Integrating biological knowledge, animal welfare and operational risk into the design of
new production systems, before they are built and brought into commercial operation. The
aquaculture parallel to “innovation in selective, low impact fishing technologies” on the fisheries
side.

Digitalisation and monitoring

B Remote sensing, autonomous monitoring, data standards and interoperable platforms for
evidence-based management and traceability.

m Digitalisation, Al and advanced monitoring also offer dual-use potential, supporting crisis
preparedness, maritime awareness and the resilience and transparency of aquatic food supply
chains, provided that interoperable data systems, secure data sharing frameworks and skills
development are in place.

Diversification and improvement of farming systems

m New species: micro and macroalgae, low trophic organisms and fast-growing species
m Alternative farming systems such as offshore, RAS, IMTA, hydroponics

10. Fish feed and feed ingredients

m Develop more sustainable and effective fish feed
m To promote the use of ingredients produced.

2. Recommended programme design features

Dedicated aquaculture pillar or ring-fenced calls within Horizon to ensure visibility and scale of
investment for the sector.

Multi-annual thematic roadmaps aligned with the EU Strategic Guidelines for Aquaculture to ensure
continuity from research to deployment.

Transdisciplinary consortia requirements that pair research institutes, industry (SMEs and
producers), regional authorities, and civil society to accelerate uptake and social acceptance.
Pilot-to-scale funding streams that bridge TRL gaps: small-scale innovation grants, demonstration
projects, and scale-up support linked to regulatory sandboxes.

Monitoring, indicators and evaluation: mandate development of harmonised sustainability and
productivity indicators to track progress against EU targets and inform policy.

Governance, coordination and capacity building

Strengthen networks as formal research-policy interfaces to co-design calls, prioritise topics, and
coordinate transnational projects.

National research alignment: encourage Member States to align national research agendas and co-
fund transnational projects to increase leverage and regional relevance.

Skills and infrastructure: invest in training programmes, shared experimental facilities, and data
infrastructures to reduce duplication and raise capacity across less-resourced regions. This should
include investment in shared data infrastructures, harmonised indicators and training programmes
that enable SMEs, producers and authorities to adopt digital and science-based solutions in
practice.
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4. Expected impacts

Accelerated sustainable growth in EU aquaculture production and value-added products.
Reduced environmental footprint through circular systems, improved feeds and energy-efficient
technologies.

Stronger governance and social licence via evidence-based policy, stakeholder engagement and
transparent indicators.

Enhanced competitiveness of EU aquaculture in global markets through innovation and quality
assurance.

Conclusion

Embedding a focused, well-resourced aquaculture research agenda within the next Horizon programme
will unlock innovation needed to meet EU Green Deal goals, strengthen food security, and revitalise
coastal and inland communities. EFARO and its member institutes are well placed to co-design and
deliver this agenda in partnership with the Commission, Member States, industry and civil society.
EFARO stands ready to support the Commission in shaping a Horizon programme that equips Europe
with the knowledge and innovation needed for the decades ahead.
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ANNEX I: Analysis funding Fisheries and
Aquaculture research

Below we will present the findings of the 2019 paper and where possible provide an
update. The data on the research actions funded under HEU in the fields of Fisheries
and Aquaculture were derived from a search in Cordis [contenttype="project’ AND
frameworkProgramme="HORIZON’ AND (‘fisheries’ OR ‘aquaculture’)]. This resulted in

692 hits out of which 171 proved to be an actual research in the relevant fields.

Table 2: Identified European priorities

Areas High priority High/medium priority Medium priority New topics (2017-2018)
Fisheries = Integrated impact = Institutional = New marine living m Data poor stock assessments
assessment setting of regional resources methods, allowing delivery of
= MSY and management management = Data collection management advice
plans ® Multispecies and m Advanced analytical and
= Small scale/ fleet assessment statistical tools such machine
recreational fisheries models learning
m Efficient, environmentally = End to end =m Long-term impact of fisheries
friendly fishing gears ecosystem models on genetic diversity
= Biological processes, m Discards, ecosystem m Effects of management plans,
lifecycle and distribution impact, avoidance, MSY & capacity reduction
landing obligation m CFP reform 2013 -
and utilization performance analysis
Aquaculture m Offshore aquaculture m New species and m Enhanced RAS m Microalgae, biological
systems diversification production systems production
m Spatial planning tools for m Circular economy m Improve animal = Building with nature, e.g.
site selection incl. multi-trophic welfare coastal defence systems
systems (IA) m Impacts of harmful allowing for food/feed
algae blooms production beyond safety from

flooding alone
® Impact of climate change

Cross-cutting m Integrated coastal m Predicting effects of ® Maritime spatial
fisheries & management human activities plans for different
aquaculture m Integrated ecosystem sectors (RIA)

assessments and MSFD

Seafood/ m Valorisation of m Risk benefit
blue biomass underused catch/ analyses for seafood

production consumption

m Certification and

branding
Cross-cutting ® Impact of marine = Biological molecules ® Impact of global seafood
all areas pollution (omics) trade on local fisheries,

m Social/economic aquaculture, seafood
adaptation in aquatic production and communities

food production
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Figure 1: Amount of funding allocated to projects covering fisheries, aquaculture and seafood / blue
biomass per FP. H2020* here looks relatively low as only grants signed up until 2017 are included.

Under HEU, up to 2025 the total funding was € 714 million. The figures from the graph above need to be
corrected for inflation.

Figure 1: Funding per FR
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Figure 2: Number of projects addressing fisheries, aquaculture and seafood / blue biomass per FP.
H2020* here looks relatively low as only grants signed up until 2017 are included.

Under HEU, up to 2025 the total number of projects funded in this area was 171, of which 54 were
relatively smaller projects funded under the Marie Sktodowska-Curie Actions.
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Trends in funding per research area

Table 3: Trends in funding per research area

Research areas 2012/13 2014/15 2016/17 2018/19 No. projects Funding Funding
(mill. EUR) per project
Fisheries 11/ 62,4 15/ 89,8 8/ 47,2 11 /77,0 45 276,4 6,1
Aquaculture 17,5/ 84,8 17 / 36,8 11/ 48,2 13 /90,5 58,5 260,3 4,4
Cross-cutting fisheries 7/ 335 6/17,9 5/ 18,6 7/ 38,5 25 108,5 4,3

and aquaculture

Seafood/blue biomass 7/ 41,5 15/ 47,5 9/17,3 4 /29,0 35 135,2 3,9
and value chain

Sum 42,5/222,2 53/192,0 /i3l 2 35/ 235,0 161,5 780,4 4,8

Number of projects funded / funding amount (mill. EUR) for each research area.

For HEU up to 2025 the funding per area was as follows:

Table 4: Funding per research area for HEU up to 2025 in number of projects, total funding per area and average funding per project

Research areas No. projects Funding Funding
(mill. EUR) per project
Fisheries 20 62.5 3.1
Aquaculture 28 70.5 2.5
Cross-cutting fisheries and aquaculture 15 25.2 1.7
Seafood/blue biomass and value chain 28 126.9 4.5
Other cross cutting 80 429.1 5.3
Sum 171 714.2 4,2
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